| | “r | These words are known as intensifiers because they intensify (or
| strengthen) the meaning of the words they describe. The diagram shows the
. urelative weakness and strength of these intensifiers:

INTENSIFIERS

Weaker — - =i = Stronger
fairly rather quite very especially extremely

| Looking at Intensifiers

@) Look at the intensifiers in the diagram above. Find and underline them in
the writing model. Then circle the word that each one intensifies.

First of all, they areggr_‘g

® Use a variety of intensifiers from the diagram above to complete these

sentences about yourself,

1. Tam very creative.

2. am talkative.

3. ITam organized.

4. [ am funny.

5. [am strong.

6. [am patient.

7. lam good at cooking,.
8. Iam good at math.

(® Discuss your sentences from Part B with a partner. Give examples of each
characteristic you describe.

1.Tam very creative. | want to be a graphic designer someday. 1love
to paint and draw in my spare time.
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ORGANIZATION

In Chapter 1, you learned that a paragraph has three parts: a topic sentence,
supporting sentences, and a concluding sentence. Now you will study each part
of a paragraph in more detail.

THE TOPIC SENTENCE

The most important sentence in a paragraph is the topic sentence. It is
called the topic sentence because it tells readers what the main idea of the
paragraph is. In other words, it tells readers what they are going to read about.
The topic sentence is usually the first sentence in a paragraph. It is the top piece
of bread in our paragraph “sandwich.”

A topic sentence has two parts: 1) a topic, which tells what the paragraph
will be about, and 2) a controlling idea, which tells what the paragraph will say
about the topic. It tells the reader: This paragraph will discuss these things—
and only these things—about this topic.

For example, the topic of the writing model on page 38 is good flight
attendants. What will the paragraph say about good flight attendants? The
controlling idea tells us: They have three important characteristics. The paragraph
will not talk about their uniforms, their training, or their duties. It will only
discuss three important characteristics that good flight attendants have.

Here are examples of topic sentences about English:
English is constantly adding new words.
English borrows words from other languages.
English is necessary for many different jobs.

Note that the topic in each of these examples is the same (English), but the
controlling ideas are different. That means that each paragraph will discuss
something very different about English.
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“r~ | In the topic sentence, the topic can come before or after the controlling idea:

TOPIC r—.ccm'rmm IDES ]
BEFORE: ‘*_Englisﬁ borrows words from other languages.
F—cmm H!EA_I TOMC
~rrer: Other languages give words torEnginaFll.

TORC r—_-_—.—mmmm m_—|
BEFORE: Engllsﬁ' is necessary for many different jobs.
CONTROLLING IDEA —

TOMIC
seven: 'Many different jobs require English.

Analyzing Topic Sentences

Look at each group of topic sentences. Circle the topic and underiine the
controlling idea of each sentence. (You will use these groups of sentences

again later.)
Grour 1

1. Good roommateshave four characteristics.

2. College students face many challenges.
3. Living with your parents has certain advantages.
4. Successful student athletes have several characteristics.

5. Small colleges are better than big universities for several reasons.

Grour 2

1. Successful managers share several characteristics.

2. New teachers must master several skills.

3. Living with your parents has certain disadvantages.
4. Good test-takers share several characteristics.

5. Big universities are better than small ones for three reasons.
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Recognizing Topic Sentences
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Find the topic sentence in each paragraph. Circle the topic and underline
the controlling idea.

PArAGRAPH 1
Libraries

er people a wide variety of activities. Reading, of

course, is one of the main activities. People browse the shelves to find

interesting books to borrow, and they also come to read newspapers
and magazines. Using computers is another popular activity. People

can read articles online or do research. They can also check their email,
shop, or contact their friends on social networking sites. Studying is also
a popular activity. Many students come to the library after school to do
their homework or study for tests. Some libraries even have areas where
students can study together and talk quietly. Indeed, libraries are for

much more than simply reading books.

PARAGRAFH 2
Libraries

Libraries are busy from morning until night in my city. In the
morning, you can find retired people and others who aren’t working.
Some come to borrow books, read newspapers and magazines, and
use the computers. Others bring their preschool children in order to
read to them or to take part in story hours. In the afternoon, students
come to the library. They use the computers, do their homework, or
work together on assignments. In the
evening, the library is also quite busy.
People come to relax after work, and
families often visit after dinner. In

short, people use libraries all day long

for a variety of reasons.




