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Objectives  

◦ To define the term of space planning. 

◦ To understand the space planning considerations 

◦ To understand types of space relationships. 





• Space planning is a fundamental element of the interior design 

process. 

 

• It starts with an in-depth analysis of how the space is to be used. 

• The designer then draws up a plan that defines the zones of the space 

and the activities that will take place in those zones. 

• The space plan will also define the circulation patterns that show how 

people will move through the space. 

• The plan is finished by adding details of all the furniture, equipment 

and hardware placement. 















 The goal of space planning is to create 

efficiency. 

 Space planning includes blocking out interior 

spatial areas, defining circulation patterns, and 

developing plans for furniture layout and 

equipment placement. 

 

 How people actually, through observation of 

their physical behaviors, use their spaces. 

space planning considerations 







The design of a building or space will have numerous 

requirements from the client or end user. 

 

It is important in the very early stages of design to carry out in 

depth research and consider as many aspects of the use of the 

spaces as possible. 

 

Some considerations can include: 

 

• Do the spaces have specific functions or need to be 

particular shapes or forms? 

 

• Do the spaces need to be flexible? 



• Is it possible to create a logical and specific sequence of spaces? 

• Do the spaces have different requirements in terms of light, 

ventilation, view, accessibility, acoustics, security? 

 

• Do the spaces need to have access to outside spaces? 

• What relationships must each space have with one another, and 

the external environment? 

• How should the spaces be connected? Open plan, corridors? 

• Which rooms need to be adjacent to one another and which 

rooms 

need to be apart? 



Visual examples of space planning considerations. 



How can spaces be related 

to one another? 

• Space within a space 

• Interlocking spaces 

• Spaces linked by a 

common space 

• Adjacent spaces 



Organizing the space 

You can consider a varying 

forms of spatial organization, 

some of which are 

more naturally suited to 

particular uses than others: 

• Centralized organization 

• Linear organization 

• Radial organization 

• Clustered organization 

• Grid organization 



Developing circulation 

How people move around the building 

from room to room is just as important 

as the destination. 

When developing a circulation 

structure we can look at a few basic 

principles. 

How efficient is the circulation in 

getting from point A to point B 

Is the circulation discrete? 

What is the fluidity of the circulation? Is 

there a smooth flowing route or a 

more direct route? 

Does the circulation route clash with 

furnishing requirements? 



Relationship Diagrams 

The bubble diagram helps make the connection between basic 

spatial requirements and a fully drawn out floor plan. 

It is a trial and error method of exploring configuration and 

relationship 

options. 
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