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Shi’te 

Shura Imamate

Leadership What is Wilayat al-Faqih?

The doctrine of Wilayat al-Faqih

forms the central axis of

contemporary Shi’a political

thought. It advocates a

guardianship-based political

system, which relies upon a just

and capable jurist (faqih) to

assume the leadership of the

government in the absence of

an infallible Imam.
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Shi’te 

2.5% 20%

Zakat (Alms)
دَقاَتُ  لْفقَُرَاءِ لِ إِنَّمَا الصَّ

وَالْعاَمِلِينَ عَلَيْهَا وَالْمَسَاكِينِ 

قاَبِ وَ وَالْمُؤَلَّفَةِ قلُوُبهُُمْ  فيِ الرِِّ

ِ وَالْغاَرِمِينَ  ابْنِ وَ وَفيِ سَبِيلِ اللََّّ

ُ فَرِيضَةً مِ السَّبِيلِ  ِ وَاللََّّ نَ اللََّّ

[.60:التوبة]عَلِيمٌ حَكِيمٌ 
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Shi’te 

2.5%

20%

(Alms)
دَقاَتُ  لْفقَُرَاءِ لِ إِنَّمَا الصَّ

وَالْعاَمِلِينَ عَلَيْهَا وَالْمَسَاكِينِ 

قاَبِ وَ وَالْمُؤَلَّفَةِ قلُوُبهُُمْ  فيِ الرِِّ

ِ وَالْغاَرِمِينَ  ابْنِ وَ وَفِي سَبِيلِ اللََّّ

ُ فَرِيضَةً مِ السَّبِيلِ  ِ وَاللََّّ نَ اللََّّ

[.60:التوبة]عَلِيمٌ حَكِيمٌ 

Moreover, we believe that “Khums”

is a right which Allah the Almighty

particularly reserved for the

descendants of The Prophet

Muhammad (PBUHH). Since charity

is unlawful for the children of the

Holy Prophet (PBUHH) (they cannot

receive zakat), “Khums” is a kind of

compensation from the bounty of

Allah, the Almighty.
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Shi’te Khums
Khums is a 20 percent obligatory Islamic tax on some

items that we own under specific conditions. It is another

kind of tax, which is compulsory on six things:

1.the booty taken from an enemy in war;

2.the pearls and minerals drawn from the sea;

3.hidden treasures mineral substances extracted from the

land;

4.lawfully gained money which has been mixed with

unlawful money,

5.profits gained from business,

6.land transferred to a “dhimmi” (a Christian or a Jew, living

within the Muslim nation) from a Muslim.



How does Wilayat al-Faqih influence Iran's 
governance, civil rights, and power dynamics?
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