
❖ sepsis is “life-threatening organ dysfunction caused by a 

dysregulated host response to infection’’. 

❖ More than 30 million people suffer or die from sepsis 

worldwide (World Sepsis Day 970 Fact Sheet, 2015) 

 

 

 

  

 



❖ Nurses should identify patients who are at particular risk for 

sepsis and septic shock (i.e., older adults and 

immunosuppressed patients and those with extensive trauma, 

burns, or diabetes) 

❖ Confusion may be the first sign of infection and sepsis in 

older adult patients. 

 

 

❖ A drop of 2 points or more in a patient’s SOFA score from 

baseline is suggestive of organ dysfunction 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


