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Dear Students,  

 

 

Please allow me to welcome you again to Tishk International University. 

 

Academic Research and Writing is a foundational course designed to equip you with essential 

skills for success across all disciplines. It focuses on developing clear, structured writing, 

critical thinking, and effective research techniques. These skills are crucial not only for passing 

this course but also for performing well in assignments, projects, and papers throughout your 

academic journey. Hence, please study and don’t hesitate to ask any question at any time. 

Passing this course without a clear understanding will leave a gap, which would affect your 

performance throughout your study. 
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It is quite important to enlighten you about essential matters:  

 

• Using AI and humanisers will be caught and rejected. My goal is to help 

you overcome your fear, discover your weakness, and work on it. 

• AI = Zero with no chance to resubmit. 

• Late submissions for any reason except for those accepted by the department 

will not be marked. 

• Formatting is highly important in academic research and writing. Hence, 

make sure to write using proper formatting. Download journal articles to see 

the formatting and style in order to make familiarize yourself .  

• Formal language is highly important. Any informal way of writing will affect 

your overall marks. 

• Planning is essential in academic writing, hence, don’t rush to write without 

gathering planning and gathering enough data to carry the assignment.  

• Citation is highly important here, so make sure to cite whatever information 

you rely on in your explanation  

• When you cite, make sure to rely on the academic sources such as Journal 

articles, conference papers, books, thesis, dissertations as well as any official 

reports.  

• You may use academic websites and databases to search for the articles such 

as ResearchGate, Academia, Google scholar, Emerald, SpringerLink, Scopus, 

ScienceDirect, to name a few.  

• You may also use google search bar, however, avoid taking information for 

any source you find. Avoid websites as much as possible.  

• Spend an adequate amount of time on the assignment and produce good-

quality work to deserve a good mark. 

• Please abide by all the instructions given in the assignment.  

• Make sure to write your name and group as well (A, B, ACC, IRD) 

Submission: 

• Submit your paper in a Word file format online (Turnitin) and printed 

copy.  I will provide you with the Turnitin Class ID and Enrolment key 

to submit your assignment to the Turnitin.   
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Assignment One  

 

Detailed Explanation of Research Components  

 

Due Date: Wednesday, 5th of February 2025 
 

You are required to complete an individual assignment to deepen your understanding of 

essential research components. Follow the instructions carefully to ensure your submission 

meets the academic and practical expectations outlined below. 

 

Instructions:  

 

1.      Select a topic:  

Choose one of the following topics for your assignment: 

1. Literature Review, Theoretical, Conceptual Framework, and Research Gap 

 Discuss the meaning and purpose of a literature review. 

 Explore the structure of a literature review and provide guidance on writing and 

organizing it (e.g., thematic or chronological approaches). 

 Explain theoretical and conceptual frameworks, highlighting their distinctions with 

examples. 

 Identify and discuss the importance of a research gap, providing examples from 

existing studies. 

 Identify the common mistakes in writing literature reviews and how to avoid (e.g., 

summarizing without critical analysis). 

2. Background of the Study and Problem Statement: Meaning and Method of 

Writing 

 Define the terms "background" and "problem statement" and how they are different.  

 Discuss how to craft a meaningful and concise Background and problem statement. 

(Structure). 

 Include examples of strong and weak problem statements and discuss common 

mistakes. 

 Explore the relationship between the problem statement and the study objectives. 

 Highlight how to justify the significance of the problem and its implications. 
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3. Research Approach: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods: 

 Compare qualitative, quantitative, and mixed-method approaches. 

 Provide criteria for selecting an appropriate approach for research. 

 Include a comparison table highlighting differences in data types, analysis 

techniques, and applications available. 

 Explore the limitations and challenges of each approach. 

 Discuss ethical considerations unique to each approach (e.g., confidentiality in 

qualitative interviews). 

4. Data Collection and Data Analysis: Types of Data, Collecting, and 

Analyzing Them: 

 Discuss types of data (e.g., primary vs. secondary, tertiary, qualitative vs. 

quantitative data). 

 Identify and explain the data collection methods (e.g., surveys, interviews, 

experiments). 

 Explain common data analysis techniques for qualitative and quantitative 

(e.g., thematic analysis, statistical methods). 

 Highlight the meaning of sampling method and techniques. 

5. Citation and Reference Styles and the Issue of Plagiarism: 

 What is the meaning of Citation and referencing. 

 Explain the purpose of citation and referencing in academic writing. 

 Compare popular referencing styles (e.g., APA, MLA, Chicago) with examples. 

 Provide guidance on tools and techniques for managing references (e.g., Zotero, 

EndNote). 

 Discuss the ethical implications of plagiarism and how to avoid it. 

6. Submission Process of Research Articles and Publishing Venues: 

 Outline the steps in submitting research articles, including formatting, writing a 

cover letter, and responding to reviewers. 

 Discuss criteria for selecting publishing venues, such as journal indexing and impact 

factors. 

 Explore the issue of predatory journals and how to identify credible publishing 

opportunities. 

 Include tips for crafting an effective abstract and cover letter. 

 Emphasize the importance of interpreting reviewers’ feedback and revising articles 

accordingly. 

 

 



 

Faculty Of Administrative Science And Economics  

Department of Business and Management  

Department of Accounting  

Department of Banking and Finance  

Department of International Relations & Diplomacy  

6 
 

 

 

After selecting the topic, you need to conduct research:  

 After selecting the topic, start collecting data from academic sources about these 

topics.  

 Download them to your laptop and read them. Highlight all the relevant ideas that 

are important for your assignment.  

 Investigate the selected topic thoroughly using academic sources, books, and 

journal articles.  

 Use Google scholar to search for articles about the topics.  

 You may also use google search bar, but you need to make sure it is a good 

source. Avoid website as much as possible.  

 In anyway, searching is a skill, so search for the keywords in the topic you choose 

and place it in the search bar. You may add the word “PDF” in the search bar to 

assist in finding academic sources.  

 Don’t rely on one source only as it affects the quality of the assignment.  

 

Google scholar is very famous academic search bar. (just an example of many)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Faculty Of Administrative Science And Economics  

Department of Business and Management  

Department of Accounting  

Department of Banking and Finance  

Department of International Relations & Diplomacy  

7 
 

 

 

Start Writing:  

The bullet point provided for you in each topic helps you to make your assignment focused. It 

also helps you to limit your research. So, make sure that the content explains these bullet points.  

Own words and based on your understanding. Support your understanding with previous 

research.  

 

General Formatting Guidelines:   

 Your paper should be approximately 5 pages in length, excluding the reference list 

and the cover page.   

 Use a consistent font (Times New Roman, 12-point) and 1.5 Spacing for your paper.   

 Include page numbers and use headings/subheadings to organize your content.   

 Ensure your work is neatly formatted, well-organized, and follows specific style 

(APA 6th styles for Citations and References).  

 Use Microsoft word to cite, but don’t copy form the source you have taken from 

directly.  

 Below I will show you how to do it.  
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How to cite: 
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When you like a paragraph in an article, and you wish to take it, you may find a citation 

placed Such as (Omar, 2025). Go the last part of the article and find the full information 

of the citation (References).  

 

Then go to word. Above you will find References. Select references and choose “insert 

citation” – “Add new source”.  

 

Now start coping the information you got to the empty blanks. Make sure to select the 

type of source (Book, article, website etc.) 

 

 

 See below:  

 

 

 Now, here you can see numbers five and six. These are the citations. You cannot copy 

them to your assignment directly. You need to scroll down till the end of the article. 

You will find the following. (See number five and six below. They have the full 

information) 

 

 The reference starts with the name then article title, journal name (before the word 

“Vol”), page taken from and date of publication. (As you can see above)  
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Another example:  

 

 

 

 

 

This is another way of citation. Don’t worry. Scroll down and search for the name and full 

information. (In References)  

After scrolling down, you will find all the information about the publication and the names of 

the writers. Use this information and add them to the word file. (I will explain also, don’t 

worry)  
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Now I got the information.  

 

Go to word file.  

 

Just fill in the information of the article to these empty places. These are the steps. After 

adding, you will find the citation added to the text in the word file. (Done)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Faculty Of Administrative Science And Economics  

Department of Business and Management  

Department of Accounting  

Department of Banking and Finance  

Department of International Relations & Diplomacy  

12 
 

 

How to include the list of reference at the end of my assignment 

 

In one click, you will find all the reference you cited at the end of your assignment. In the 

same place, you find the word “Bibliography”. Press and follow the instruction added below.  
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Formatting  
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1. Cover page  

Include a cover page (with TIU Logo) with the following:  

 Your name  

 Course title  

 Assignment title (Detailed Explanation of Research Components) 

 The chosen topic  

 Date of submission  

2. Introduction   

 Generally, introduce your topic and share the aim and the structure of your 

assignment.  

 Don’t forget APA in-text citation  

3. Heading   

 Add different heading for each of the points you are discussing in your assignment 

regarding the topic  

 Don’t forget APA in-text citation  

4. Another heading   

 You have many bullets point, so you might need several main headings.  

 Don’t forget APA in-text citation  

3.1 Sub-heading   

 Sub-heading is used for topics belong to bigger major topic.  

 Don’t forget APA in-text citation  

5. Conclusion   

 Summarize your entire assignment in two paragraph or less. 

  

6. Reference  

 

 Here, you may add all the sources you have read and relied upon formatted in 

APA 6th as explained above.  

  

 

 

All the best  
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Assignment Two  

 

Crafting Your Own Research Paper 

 

Due Date: Thursday, 13th of February 2025 
 

 

Apply the concepts learned in writing this assignment to produce a concise research paper on 

a topic of your choice.   

Citation is important here. Remember, Academic writing is about facts, so supporting 

arguments with citation is a must.  

AI = Zero with no chance or resubmit 

 

Instructions for the author: 

1. Topic Selection 

 

 Choose any topic in any field that interests you to write about. 

 I don’t have any specific topics. Hence, feel free to choose.   

 Ensure that the topic has enough depth to be explored in a 5-page paper.  

 

2. Title 

 

 Title can be written after you understand exactly what you want to write about and 

the goal you need to achieve.  

 Title can change or get modified after you finish your writing process. 

 

3. Abstract  

 

 Abstract is a summary of the entire article you want to write and explaining in 200-

250 words what have you done, why (problem or the goal), how (collecting data 

from sources and analyse them to understand the issue and solution) and the results.  

 Leave this to be the last thing you do. 
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4. Introduction  

 

 Introduce the topic, providing necessary background information.  

 Clearly state the objective of your research, explaining the significance and the structure 

of the research.  

 

5. Problem Statement 

 

 In the problem statement, you need to write what push the researcher to do research 

about the topic. (explaining a new topic, find the reason for an issue, etc…) 

 You might search for the topic of interest and see how article wrote the problem.  

 Discuss the importance of the research and the risk of not conducting a research on the 

topic.  

 

6. Methodology 

 

 In this part, you explain what your research design is. Since you are going to search 

from online sources. Hence, your study adopts qualitative approach since your data is 

written. And for data collection, you may write about the library method of collecting 

data since all your data is based on articles and other published sources.  

 You may also search for articles to see how they wrote the method part.  

 

7. Literature Review 

 

 This part is the core of the entire assignment as you would add all the headings and 

subheadings and all the topics you need to discuss. Here, you need to mention what 

previous studies stated about the topics ( how they define and explain it, features, 

advantages and disadvantages as well as the challenges, or any other topic)  

 For example, if you discuss about the future of robots in the medical field. Your literature 

review might include the following headings:  

 

❖ Definition of robotics 

❖ Features of robots  

❖ How robotics work 

❖ Uses of robotics in the medical field 

❖ Challenges and risks of using robotics in the medical field.  

❖ Opportunities for better use of robotic in the medical field.  

ALL must be based on what previous sources (Citations) wrote, not just your own word.  
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8. Conclusion 

 

 Summarize your research findings and their implications. 

 

9. Citation and References 

 

 Follow all the instructions I provided to cite in text and provide the list of reference at 

the end of the assignment.  

 Ensure that all sources you've referenced in your paper are cited Using APA 6th. 

 Include a reference list at the end of your paper. 

 

General Formatting Guidelines: 

 Your paper should be approximately 5 pages in length, excluding the cover page and 

reference list.  

 Use a consistent font (Times New Roman, 12-point) and 1.5 Spacing for your paper.  

 Include page numbers and use headings/subheadings to organize your content.  

 

Submission Guidelines: 

 Ensure your paper is free of grammatical and typographical errors.  

 Avoid Plagiarism  

 Try to read articles take note on similar and different ideas. Then, report them to show 

that you are analysing not just describing what others stated.   

 Submit your paper in a Word file format online and printed copy.   

 

 

 

 

All the best  


