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Geological Time Scale (GTS)

Geologists have divided Earth history into umits displayed in the geologic time scale
(below). The units are called eons. eras. periods. and epochs and are identified primarnly
by the types of life that existed at the various times.

The most recent 13% of geologic tume, from 538 nmullion years ago to the present. 1s called
the Phanerozoic Eon (phaneros 1s Greek for “evident™).

The Phanerozoic Eon is subdivided into the:
Paleozoic Era = ancient life

Mesozoic Era = nuddle life
Cenozoic Era = recent life
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Following are the common lithologic symbols can be used in the description of GTS:
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Exercise: Construct the complete geological column from the combination of the below
sections 1-3 according to the Geological age (GTS) and lithology for the beds. Make the
oldest bed at the bottom and youngest at the top of column as described by the blank
geological column.
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