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Overview
• Windows Server Backup and Recovery
• Operational Master Roles
• Removing a Domain Controller
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Backup and Recovery
• Windows Server Backup essentially a feature that you can install onto any 

machine, that provides a set of wizards and other tools for you to perform basic 
backup and recovery tasks for the server it is installed on.
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Backup and Recovery
• Users can use the Windows Server Backup service to back up full Server, the 

system state, the selected volumes, and the specified files and folders.
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Backup and Recovery
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Backup and Recovery
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Backup and Recovery
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Managing Operations Masters
Guidelines for placing the Operations Master roles:

• Place the domain-level roles on high-performance domain controllers. 

• Do not place the infrastructure master on a global catalog server unless you 
have only one domain or all the domain controllers in your forest are also global 
catalogs.

• The Schema Master and Domain Naming Master should be on domain controllers 
in the forest-root domain.

• If the Primary Domain Controller (PDC) Emulator becomes overworked, you 
should offload non-AD DS roles to other servers, upgrade the PDC Emulator, or 
move the PDC Emulator to a more powerful computer.
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Viewing the Operations Masters Role Holders
• The easiest way to view the holders of all Operations Masters at once:

netdom query fsmo

• To view the RID Masters, PDC Emulators, or Infrastructure Master, use the Active 
Directory Users and Computers console. 
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Viewing Operations Masters

Viewing the holders of the Operations Masters roles at the command 
prompt
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Viewing the Operations Masters Role Holders
• To view the holder of the Domain Naming Master role, use the Active Directory 

Domains and Trusts console.
• To view the holder of the Schema Master role, use the Active Directory Schema. 
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View the Holders of RID Master, PDC Emulator, or 
Infrastructure Master

Selecting Operations Masters
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View the Holders of RID Master, PDC Emulator, or 
Infrastructure Master

Using the Active Directory Users and Computers console to view the holders of the domain-based 
Operation Masters roles
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View the Domain Naming Operations Master Role Holder

Using the Active Directory Domains and Trusts console to view the holders 
of the Domain Naming 

Operations Master
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View the Schema Master Operations
Master Role Holder

• For adding schema master do the following steps
• Cmd à regsvr32 schmmgmt.dll
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View the Schema Master Operations
Master Role Holder

Opening the Add or Remove Snap-in dialog box
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Transferring the Operations Masters Role
Reasons to transfer the Operations Master:
• Planned maintenance
• Retiring a domain controller that holds a role of Operations Master
• Moving a role of Operations Master to a domain controller with more resources
Transferring a FSMO role requires that the source domain controller and the target 
domain controller be online.
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Transfer the Holders of RID Master, PDC Emulator, or 
Infrastructure Master

Selecting the Change Domain Controller option
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Transfer the Holders of RID Master, PDC Emulator, or 
Infrastructure Master

Selecting a domain controller to transfer the role to
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Seizing the Operations Masters Role
• If a domain controller that holds an Operations Master role has an unrecoverable 

failure, you cannot transfer roles because the current domain controller is not 
online. Therefore, you need to seize the role.

• Seizing a FSMO role is a drastic measure that should be performed only in the 
event of a permanent role holder failure. 

• To seize a role of an Operations Master, you use the ntdsutil.exe utility.
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Seize the Role of an Operations Master Holder

Seizing the PDC Emulator role
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Removing a 
Domain Controller

• To remove a domain controller from an AD DS installation, you must begin by 
running the Remove Roles and Features Wizard.

• Select Demote this Domain Controller.
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Remove a Domain Controller 

The Validation Results dialog box of the Remove Roles and Features Wizard 
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Remove a Domain Controller 

The Credentials page of the Active Directory Domain Services Configuration Wizard 
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Remove a Domain Controller 

The New Administrator Password page of the Active Directory Domain Services Configuration Wizard 
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