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Overview
• Map network Drive (Group Policy)
• Installing and configuring Windows Deployment Service (WDS)
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Map Network Drive
• A network drive or mapped drive is a drive, or share on another computer or 

server on the same network (e.g., LAN). 
• For example, when using a corporate network, you may have access to 

company or customer information on a network drive.
• The network drive is accessed similar to a local disk drive, but the data is 

transferred from a remote computer to your computer over a network 
connection.
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Map Network Drive
Below is a list of the reasons why it is better to use a network drive instead of a local 
drive.

• A network drive and its files can be shared with many people.
• Permissions can specify the people you want to be able to view or edit the files.
• Network drives are a central storage location that makes them easier to backup 

and mirror.
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Map Network Drive
While there are more advantages to network drives than disadvantages, there are 
still a few that are listed below.

• Network drives require a network. If your network goes down, all files on the 
network drive are inaccessible.

• Being a central location with multiple users increases the possibility of accidental 
deletion, modification, hacking, or infection.

• Anyone with access to the drive could copy or move all its data to an alternate 
location.
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Windows Deployment Services
• Windows Deployment Services enables you to deploy Windows operating 

systems. You can use it to set up new computers by using a network-based 
installation. This means that you do not have to install each operating system 
directly from installation media, for example a DVD or USB drive.
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Benefits of Windows Deployment Services
• Allows network-based installation of Windows operating 

systems, including Windows 7, Windows 8, Windows 8.1, 
Windows Server 2008 R2, Windows Server 2012, and 
Windows Server 2012 R2. It reduces the complexity and cost 
when compared to manual installations.

• Deploys Windows images to computers without operating 
systems.

• Supports mixed environments that include Windows Vista, 
Windows 7, Windows 8, Windows 8.1, Windows Server 2008 
R2, Windows Server 2012, Windows Server 2012 R2, Windows 
XP, and Windows Server 2003.
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Prerequisites for installing WDS
• Active Directory Domain Services, AD DS is only required if the server is integrated 

into an AD environment, and is not a stand-alone server. WDS imposes no 
minimum AD DS domain or forest functional levels.

• DHCP, an active DHCP server on the network is required to support PXE boot.

• DNS, a working and reachable DNS server is required, regardless of whether the 
WDS server is integrated into AD or is a stand-alone server.

• NTFS volume, the image store must reside on an NTFS formatted volume.

• Credentials, to install the WDS role you must be a member of the Local 
Administrators group on the server.
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