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Objectives 
◦ By the end of the class students will be to;

◦ Have general overview of Biology prefix and suffix

◦ Define different words of biology

◦ Know the related terms of cell biology



Introduction

In biology, a prefix is a group of letters or a word segment that is added to the beginning of a biological term to 
modify or extend its meaning. 

Prefixes in biology often come from Greek or Latin roots and are used to describe specific characteristics, actions, 
or locations related to organisms, cells, structures, or processes.



A prefix is a group of letters that are added to the beginning of a word to change its meaning. 

Prefix = A part added before the main word to alter or expand its meaning.

For example:

•Biology = (bio meaning life)

•Antibiotic = (anti- meaning against) bacteria



Importance of prefix

Prefixes can assist in breaking down complex terms and 
comprehending the concepts they represent.



Important Prefixes
(Comes BEFORE the root word)













Classroom Activity
1. Search for biological terms with the prefix you learned today

2. Write the words on your notebook with their definitions

3. Share the new words with the class

EXAMPLE: Histology: Histo- = tissue -ology = study

Histology is the study of tissues.



Important Suffixes
(Comes AFTER the root word)



Classroom Activity
1. Search for biological terms with the suffix you learned today

2. Write the words on your notebook with their definitions

3. Share the new words with the class

EXAMPLE: Histology: Histo- = tissue -ology = study

Histology is the study of tissues.



Reference
1. Campbell Biology” by Lisa A. Urry, Michael L. Cain, Steven A. Wasserman, Peter V. Minorsky, Jane 

B. Reece.

2. Biology” by Neil A. Campbell and Jane B. Reece

3. Merriam-Webster Medical Dictionary: For general definitions of scientific terms.

4. The Online Etymology Dictionary: Offers historical roots and meanings of prefixes and suffixes.

5. Biology Online: A glossary of biological terms including many prefixes.

https://www.merriam-webster.com/
https://www.etymonline.com/
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